
IMPORTANT!!! 

Information on the 
New Federal Law that Affects All Commercial Pools

 

Due to concerns about drain entrapment, which has resulted in deaths, Congress 
has signed a new law, the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act.  This 
act makes law new standards that regulate pool and spa drains and suction 
systems.  The law takes effect on December 20, 2008.  The law affects all pools and 
spas accessible by the public.   According to the law, no commercial pool may 
open or operate unless it has complied with the law’s requirements.  

What are the primary requirements of the law?  

•  All public pool and drain covers must be replaced with new covers that are 
certified to the new ASME standard. (ASME A112.19.8 – 2007) 

•  Pools require DUAL main drains, more than 3’ apart or a drain that qualifies 
under the new code as “unblockable.”  If a pool has only a SINGLE main 
drain, additional protection is required.  This required protection can be 
provided with the installation of a Safety Vacuum Release System (SVRS).  

Since my pool is already built, is it excluded from this law? 

No.  All commercially operated public pools must be in compliance as of 
December 20, 2008 to operate.   

What should I do now? 

existing main drain grates and install a Safety Vacuum Release System.   Contact 
901-795-8950 for more information or for an inspection and estimate for your pool.   You 
You may also email acamp@memphispool.com.-  

    
sray@memphispool.com,  or FAX to 901-866-1008 to confirm you’ll attend this 
seminar. 

 

  MEMPHIS POOL’S Service Division has qualified technicans who can replace your 

Reservations are preferred.  RSVP MEMPHIS POOL at 901-866-1007, email 

10/12/08

The above information is provided to inform pool operators of this important new law.  We do not provide legal 
advice.  We strongly suggest you seek legal advice regarding the implications of this new law and compliance 
requirements.


